Masonic Education Committee Grand Lodge of Tennessee


Brief History of Tennessee Grand Lodge

All the early lodges in Tennessee were chartered by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of North Carolina which from 1803 to 1813 assumed the name of: The Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee."  The organization of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee was proposed in a resolution offered by Hiram Lodge No. 7 at Franklin, resulting in a Convention at Knoxville, December 2, 1911.  The resolution being adopted was sent and received by the Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee where it was read and unanimously concurred in.  

 
The Grand Master of North Carolina and Tennessee directed the lodges in the State of Tennessee, "to assemble, either collectively or by Representatives, in the town of Knoxville, on the 27th day of December 1813, to constitute the Grand Lodge of Tennessee.  Thus were the foundations of Freemasonry in Tennessee securely laid by the nine original "Pioneer Lodges":

Harmony Lodge No. 29 (No. 1 of Tennessee)

Tennessee Lodge No. 2

Greenville Lodge No. 43 (No. 3 of Tennessee)

Newport Lodge No. 50 (No. 4 of Tennessee)

Overton Lodge No. 51 (No. 5 of Tennessee)

King Solomon Lodge (No. 6 of Tennessee)

Hiram Lodge No. 55 (No. 7 of Tennessee)

Cumberland Lodge No. 60 (No. 8 of Tennessee)

Western Star Lodge No. 61 (No. 9 of Tennessee)

Under the leadership of Most Worshipful Thomas Claiborne, first Grand Master of Tennessee, the first Quarterly meeting was held in Nashville.  The Constitution adopted at Knoxville provided that, "The Grand Lodge shall be held four times each year, where the Legislature shall sit." Previous to 1812 the Legislature "sat" at Knoxville.  The ninth, tenth, and eleventh General Assembly "sat" at Nashville, 1812-1813-1815, but in 1817 it "sat": again at Knoxville, and from 1819 to 1825 inclusive was held at Murfreesboro.  The first Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge in 1814 was held in Nashville and in Nashville it has continued to meet ever since.  

At this time in our history the Grand Lodge met Quarterly with an Annual Communication in October to elect officers.  These meeting continued until July 1819 when the Quarterly meetings were discontinued. 

The Annual Communication has since been held in October, November, February, and January and at present is held in March (Title 2 Chapter 1, Section 2.103 Article III (1) "...the annual communication shall be held once in each year, beginning the fourth Wednesday in March.")  In accordance with Title 2 Chapter 1 Section 2.103 Article III (2) - "The Grand Lodge shall not be opened, nor any business transacted therein, unless there shall be present the representatives of ten of the Chartered Lodges..." Also under Title 2 Chapter 1 Section 2.104 Article IV (1) - "The Grand Lodge, when convened agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution, has original and exclusive jurisdiction over all subjects of Masonic legislation, and appellate jurisdiction from the decisions of subordinate Lodges, and its enactment's and decisions upon all questions are the supreme Masonic law of the State, when not in conflict with the Ancient Landmarks of Masonry, nor in violation of the reserved rights of subordinate Lodges."

Those who are members of the Grand Lodge and entitled to vote upon all matters coming before it are:

1. Elected Officers

2. Appointed Officers

3. Past Grand Officers

4. Past Masters (presided at least 6 months)

Also, subordinate lodges have Representatives who each have one vote in Grand Lodge proceedings - the Masters, and Wardens or their proxies (Title 2 Chapter 1 Section 2.102 Article III (5)).


All Members or Representatives of the Grand Lodge are required to register with the Credentials Committee in the foyer on the Main floor of the Grand Lodge building.  Registration starts 1:30pm on Sunday of Masonic week and continues everyday after from 7:30am am until approximately 3pm - closing Thursday morning around 10am.  Upon registration you will receive a voting ballot which will have numerous perforated slips upon which a vote may be made (ballot1, ballot2, ballot3, etc.).  The Master and Wardens of each lodge represented will receive one of these ballots.  If either of the wardens are not present at Grand Lodge, the Master will receive their proxies and will be entitled to either cast 1, 2, or 3 votes on matters before the Grand Lodge (each lodge in Tennessee has 3 representative votes in Grand Lodge Communications).  The Master and Secretary will be the only ones of the Lodge that will receive mileage and per diem for attending the Annual Communication (Title 3, Chapter 3 Section 3.206 - "One representative for each Chartered Lodge who shall be the Worshipful Master if present and the Secretary of each Lodge shall receive for actual attendance upon the Grand Lodge, mileage and per diem ...  mileage and per diem may be paid only to one representative and the Secretary of each Chartered Lodge...")


Also, in the entrance way in the Grand Lodge building there will be a number of booths were you can purchase Masonic books, paraphernalia, find information on appendant bodies in Tennessee, Tennessee Lodge of Research, and Masonic Education Committee, Vision 2013 booths (Organ Donor, Habitat for Humanity, etc.).  The ground floor of the Grand Lodge during Masonic Week is always a place of good fellowship and the renewing of old friendships and the cultivating of new ones.

You can go to the following web site and read a brief history of The Formation of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee written by Brother Bob Demott - Grand Lodge Historian and Chairman of the Education Committee for the Grand Lodge of Tennessee: http://www.korrnet.org/f&am/gl-hist.htm .   The following is a copy of that article:
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In 1717 in London, England, a group of men organized what was known as the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England. This was formed by representatives from several individual Masonic Lodges in England. Masonry spread to other parts of the world when persons from this Grand Lodge of England migrated. 

When several such persons lived in a locality they asked the Grand Lodge of England for permission to form a Lodge in their own area. After several Lodges had been formed in this manner, these new Lodges could then form a Grand Lodge among themselves. Thus, in the United States, each state has its own Grand Lodge. 

When Masons moved across the Appalachian Mountains into Tennessee they asked permission of an existing Grand Lodge for a charter to operate. When several Lodges were operating, the members then formed the Tennessee Grand Lodge. This happened in Knoxville in 1813. 

Under dispensation from the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, Tennessee Lodge #2 was formed in Love's Tavern on Front Street, near the end of the Gay Street Bridge in Knoxville. The first recorded meeting was held March 4, 1800. In attendance was Andrew Jackson, then Justice to the Superior Court and a member of Harmony Lodge #1, Nashville. The charter was granted September 30, 1800, with John Sevier, then Governor of Tennessee, as Worshipful Master. 

Major James Grant, first clerk of Campbell County, was Senior Warden; George W Campbell, Junior Warden; and George Roulston, Secretary. The 1803 roster included Thomas Augustine Claiborne, a Knoxville physician, who was a distant cousin of Tennessee's First Grand Master. 

Two men who were initiated in Tennessee Lodge #2, Archibald Roane, the second Governor of Tennessee, and Judge David Campbell, founder of Campbell Station. 


~ FORMATION ~

On December 27, 1813, in Knoxville, representatives for eight Lodges met and formed the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. 

The eight were: 
Tennessee #2, Knoxville 
Greeneville #3, Greeneville 
Newport #4, Newport 
Overton #5, Rogersville 
Solomon #6, Gallatin 
Hiram #7, Franklin 
Cumberland #8, Nashville and
Western Star #9, Springfield. 

The Tennessee Grand Lodge was organized in the Lodge room of Tennessee #2, located in the old Court House which was at the north west corner of Main Avenue and Gay Street. 

Prior to the formation of the Tennessee Grand Lodge, the Lodges were under the jurisdiction of the North Carolina Grand Lodge, which from 1803 to 1813, was known as the Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee. With the formation of the Tennessee Grand Lodge, a charter was issued from the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, thought to be the only instance where one Grand Lodge chartered another. 


~ GRAND MASTERS ~



Thomas Claiborne, a Nashville lawyer, represented Hiram Lodge #7 and Cumberland Lodge #8 at the formation of the Grand Lodge. He affiliated with Cumberland Lodge #8 at Nashville on June 18, 1818, and was a charter member of Cumberland Chapter #1, Royal Arch Masons. 

He was born in Petersburg VA, on May 17, 1780, came to Nashville in 1807, engaged in the practice of law, and served under Andrew Jackson in the Creek War of 1813. Apparently Claiborne's military service was of rather short duration, because Jackson did not leave the Nashville area with his army until October 7, 1913. The battles were fought on November 3rd and 9th and Claiborne was in Tennessee in time to attend the Masonic Meeting in Knoxville on December 27, at which time the Grand Lodge was formed and he was elected the First Grand Master. 

Jackson, the Fifth Grand Master, and the First Grand Master formed a life-long friendship. Claiborne was a Justice of Davidson County in 1818, and a member of the Fifteenth Congress from March 4, 1817 to March 3, 1819. He was mayor of Nashville in 1818, and served in the General Assembly of Tennessee in 1811-1815 and 1831-1832. He was a pallbearer at Jackson's funeral in June 1845. 

Tom Claiborne served as Speaker of the House of Representatives in Tennessee, and, on October 28, 1813 was pleased to sign the bill establishing Tennessee's first library. George Wilson, speaker of the senate pro-tem, later in 1813 to be installed as Deputy Grand Master, also signed the bill. Wilkins Tannehill, seven times the Tennessee Grand Master, was one of the library directors. 

The first Grand Master died on January 7, 1856, and is buried in the Old City Cemetery, Nashville. 




We thank Brother Demott for allowing us to reprint his article here.

Also, during Masonic Week in Nashville (Sunday through Thursday of the week of the fourth Wednesday in March) many activities occur.  The Chapter and Council of the York Rite of Freemasonry hold their Grand Annual Communication on Monday and Tuesday of this week and the Grand Commandery dates will vary each year, but for 1999 the Grand Commandery Annual Communication was on April 23rd and 24th.  The following is a list of activities that occurred during Masonic Week of 1999 and Grand Commandery:

Grand Masonic Bodies of Tennessee
Masonic Week Activities

Week of the 4th Wednesday in March (Royal Arch, Cryptic, Blue Lodge)

Commandery (4th Saturday in April)



March 

Sunday 

1:30pm REGISTRATION 

5:00pm MEMORIAL SERVICE (Ladies) 

6:00pm RA&CM DINNER $10 (Ladies) 

HOSPITALITY ROOM OPENS (Following Banquet)
Till 10:00pm (Ladies) 

Monday 

7:00am to 9:00pm HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN (Ladies) 

7:30am REGISTRATION 

9:00am CM COUNCIL OPEN 

9:30am CHAPTER/COUNCIL LADIES
BRUNCH and ENTERTAINMENT 

10:00am RA CHAPTER OPENS 

12:00pm to 9:00pm HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN (Ladies) 

1:00pm CM BUSINESS & INSTALLATION 

3:30pm CM SILVER TROWEL 

6:00pm RA HIGH PRIEST DINNER $9.50 

7:00pm RA HIGH PRIESTHOOD 

Tuesday 

7:00am to 5:00pm HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN (Ladies) 

7:00am RED CROSS BREAKFAST $7.50 

7:30am REGISTRATION 

9:00am RA BUSINESS & INSTALLATION 

12:00pm KYCH LUNCH $9.50 

1:00pm KYCH MEETING & KNIGHTING 

2:30pm H.R.A.K.T.P. #XLVIII 

6:30pm Y-R COLLEGE BANQUET $12.50 

Wednesday 

7:00am to 11:00am HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN (Ladies) 

7:30am REGISTRATION 

9:00am GRAND LODGE OPEN 

11:30am GRAND LODGE LADIES LUNCHEON 

12:00pm MASONIC VETERANS ASSOC LUNCH $9.50 

12:00pm DISTRICT CHAIRMAN LUNCH $9.50 

1:30pm GRAND LODGE CALL ON 

2:00am GRAND LODGE LADIES
TOUR TO THE UPPER ROOM 

2:00pm to 4:00pm HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN (Ladies) 

3:00pm SECRETARY CONFERENCE 

3:00pm DISTRICT CHAIRMEN MEETING 

7:00pm GRAND LODGE DINNER $16
8:30pm (AFTER DINNER) ENTERTAINMENT 

Thursday 

6:30am to 8:30am HOSPITALITY ROOM COFFEE (Ladies) 

7:30am REGISTRATION 

9:00am GRAND LODGE CALL ON 

11:30am GRAND LODGE CLOSE & INSTALLATION 

- - - - 

April 

Friday 

3:30pm KNIGHT CRUSADERS of the CROSS 

5:00pm GRAND COMMANDERY DIVINE SERVICE (BUSINESS SUITE) 

6:30pm GRAND COMMANDER'S DINNER 

7:30pm DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER'S MEETING 

Saturday 

7:00am GRAND COMMANDERY BREAKFAST (DONATION) 

9:00am GRAND COMMANDERY OPEN (UNIFORM) 

_

On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday of Masonic Week all the Grand Committees meet and write their reports to be submitted to the Grand Lodge on Wednesday.  The following are the Committees of the Grand Lodge:

Appeals and Grievances

Board of Custodians

Board of Control

Building

Correspondence

Credentials

Dispensations and Bylaws

Endowment Fund Commission

Jurisprudence

Education

Ways and Means

Insurance

The proceeding of the Grand Lodge may not be published without specific approval so only a brief synopsis of what occurs each day will be discussed.

At 9am the Grand Lodge is opened in ample form, being assured that a quorum of lodges are represented, Section 3.208, 3.211 and 3.1202 of the code, concerning attendance of Lodge representatives on the sessions of Grand Lodge, concerning furnishing information of our proceedings to newspapers and concerning illegal and unmasonic electioneering is read as required by law.

Now begins the introduction of Masonic dignitaries: Past Grand Masters, Distinguished Visitors (representatives from out of State Masonic Grand Bodies), Distinguished Visitors from other Tennessee Appendant Orders, Fifty Year Members, and District Chairmen.

The Grand Master then makes his report to the Grand Lodge on his term of office and the Masonic activities during his term, Necrology, Visitations and Meetings, and his Appreciation of all the help and assistance he has had during his term of office.

Reports of Committees then ensue and after the completion of the days works (usually around 3pm), the Secretaries Conference is convened in the Grand Lodge auditorium.  The meeting is headed by the Grand Secretary and a presentation is made by him.  This is generally a question and answer session and many problems between the Sectaries of Lodges and the Grand Secretary are resolved.  This is a very informative meeting for all Secretaries of Lodges.

The Grand Lodge dinner is set for Wednesday night and is generally a prime rib dinner with presentations by the Grand Master and subsequent entertainment in the grand Lodge auditorium.

The next morning the Grand Lodge is reconvened at 9am and reports are again received.  This day is usually when voting is made on the proposed resolutions to change the Masonic Code.  Also, in most cases we have a short speech by one of the Visiting Dignitaries.  Near the close of the meeting is the election of officers - Most Worshipful Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden, Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden, Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer and Right Worshipful Grand Secretary.

This would complete the days work and The Grand Lodge would be closed in ample form.  Immediately after the closing of the Grand Lodge the Installation of Officers (which may or may not be public) is completed and The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee will have been completed.
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